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MARKETSPACE
Community Meeting
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WELCOME
Agenda
• Marketspace Background

• Current Status of Parklet Permits
• Ongoing Parklet Program & Considerations

• Additional Feedback / Q&A
• Next Steps
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MARKETSPACE
Parklets

Open Streets
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Marketspace
Background
•

Mid-May – City began community
and business outreach on idea of
outdoor parklets & road closures.

•

June 1, 2020 – City Council
authorized Temporary Outdoor
Activities Permits.

•

June 15, 2020 – City Council
authorized alcohol consumption in
permitted parklet areas, Plaza
Park, and West Plaza Park.
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Marketspace
Background (cont.)
•

July 27, 2020 – City Council
authorized the closure of Plaza Street
through September 10, 2020.

•

July 31, 2020 - City staff implemented
the Open Streets initiative

•

September 8, 2020 - City Council
authorized the extension of the
Temporary Outdoor Activities Permits
(parklets) through December 31, 2021
and the extension of the Open Streets
(Plaza Street closure) program
through January 31, 2021.
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Marketspace
Background (cont.)
•

October 2020 – Launch of Business
Support Discussions and Parklet OneStops.

•

December 16, 2020 - A portion of the
Open Streets area reopened to
vehicular traffic.

•

February 1, 2021 – City Council
directed staff to continue the Open
Streets through the end of the year
and come back with a parklet program
that would extend into 2022.
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Marketspace
Background (cont.)
•

April 5, 2021 – City Council approved
the Temporary Parklet Permit until
January 17, 2023, under revised
guidelines and design standards.

•

June 15, 2021 - California fully
reopened the economy terminating the
executive orders that put into place the
Stay Home Order and the Blueprint for
a Safer Economy.
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Temporary Parklets
Feedback
•

Parklets
• 31 parklets permitted with a Temporary Outdoor Activities Permit expiring

December 31, 2021:
• 18 parklets
• 5 sidewalk uses
• 6 loading zones
• 2 right-of-way uses
•

4 parklets permitted with a Temporary Parklet Permit expiring January 17, 2023:
• 4 parklets
• 17 applicants in various stages of the approval process.
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Ongoing Parklets
• Direction by City Council to explore Ongoing Parklet

Program
• Using the existing Temporary Parklet Permit Guidelines as

a foundation
• Additional considerations for an ongoing parklet program
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Consideration #1 –
Administrative
• The added layer of managing a parklet program and

communicating with applicants through a permit
application, review, approval, and inspection process
poses a capacity issue for City staff.
Proposed Solution:
• Public Works will oversee management of the parklet
program Guidelines for parklet permit submission,
modification, and compliance. A part-time staff member
would need to be hired specifically to oversee the
program.
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Consideration #2 –
Enforcement
• If the parklet program were to continue on an ongoing

basis a mechanism for enforcement and a specific
process for violations would be required.

Proposed Solution:
• Commit staff time to regular monthly inspections.
• Staff would develop a process for parklets for when
parklets fall out of compliance with the approved
guidelines such as providing a warning, written notice,
thru revocation of permit with potential fine for repeated
violations.
• Identify a process for businesses to appeal.

12

Consideration #3 –
Duration / Location & Equity / Concentration
The impacts, restrictions, and structure of an ongoing parklet program needs to be
addressed.
• How long will the parklet program last?
• Do all types of businesses qualify to have a parklet?
• How many parklet permits can/should be issued?
• Where can parklets be located?

Proposed Solution:
Duration – Permitting businesses to build a parklet under a 3-year renewable term
under a revocable license agreement. Possibility to extend.
Location & Equity – Limiting application to businesses in the downtown core (e.g.
Plaza Retail and Downtown Commercial zoning districts), including restaurants,
tastings rooms, and retail. Personal care services such as barbers, salons, spa
services, etc. would be ineligible.
Concentration – Parklet requests will be reviewed based on the overall
concentration of nearby parklets. Neighboring business support is required.
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Consideration #4 –
Design Review & Maintenance
Parklets should be functional, safe, welcoming, and
aesthetically pleasing.
Proposed Solution:
• Require applicants to provide specific design parameters
that would meet guidelines.
• Creativity is encouraged to fit brand identity.
• Parklets utilizing a public parking stall would be required
to install a deck to disallow any business to conduct
commerce directly on the pavement.
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Consideration #5 –
Future Roadwork / Paving
Extending the program long-term would require planning on
how to treat parklets when the time is needed to conduct
necessary roadwork.
Proposed Solution:
• Roadwork and paving will resume its normal schedule.
• Paving or roadwork the work will continue around parklets
with minimal interruption to a parklet.
• Parklet owners will be notified within 60-days if any known
infrastructure replacement or upgrades.
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Consideration #6 –
Program Fee
Once the temporary program has concluded and parklets are permitted
on an ongoing basic, the private commercial use of publicly funded
spaces needs to be addressed.
• All of the parklets fit within the new construction category of the

Parking In-Lieu Fee as they represent increased demand for parking
as a result of additional square footage.
• Restaurants/bars/tasting rooms - require 1 space for every 3
seats
• Retail - requires 1 space for every 300 square feet.
• When development cannot provide adequate parking space for their
customers, they are required to pay an in-lieu fee of $16,328.25 for
every three dining seats beyond their required parking.
• In an ongoing parklet program, operators would need to pay a fair

usage fee for the loss of public parking.

16

Consideration #6 –
Program Fees
Proposed Solution:
The recommended fee is $279 per parking space per
month, or $3,348 per year:
• $45 for the loss of the specific parking space which is equal to

$16,328.25 (the in-lieu fee for a developer who is under parked)
divided by 30 years (a conservative estimate of the life of a
restaurant);
• $91 per month for the need for two parking generated by the

additional tables (assuming 6 seats per parking space); and
• $143 for staffing costs – based on an average salary of the lowest

paid employees that will be managing the program.
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Consideration #7 –
Weather Events
There is potential of an occurrence where the City would
need to dismantle or cause damage to a parklet for any
number of safety reasons due to weather.
Proposed Solution:
• City will continue to provide communication to parklet
owners when upcoming weather events
• Parklet guidelines will include clear language that, in an
emergency, the City reserves the right to dismantle or
remove a section or sections of a parklet in whatever
manner it chooses to address an emergency.
• The City will make a reasonable attempt to contact the
parklet owners
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Consideration #8 –
Existing Code Preclusions
• City staff would need to identify any existing regulations in

the Municipal Code that would preclude parklets and
address any needed amendments based on Council’s
goals for the program.
Proposed Solution:
City staff in cooperation with the City Attorney would
conduct a review of municipal code to make sure there are
no major conflicts; if any are identified those would be
addressed in subsequent action.
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Consideration #9 –
Short-term Parking Zones
• As part of the temporary parklet program, a business may

apply to have the City designate specific parking stalls or zones
for short-term parking.
• City Council, at their April 5, 2021, regular meeting, provided
staff the direction to look at more permanent short-term parking
signage installation.
Proposed Solution:
• Temporary plastic A-frame signage under the Temporary
Parklet Permit expires January 3, 2022.
• City staff will conduct outreach and evaluate ideal locations,
based on proximity to other temporary parking zones, available
parking in the vicinity, and business support.
• Once appropriate locations are identified, uniform 15-min
parking signage will be installed with painted curbs.
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Consideration #10 –
Open Streets Closure
The Open Streets road closure was added in summer 2020 as
additional space to social distance during the pandemic. Now
that social distancing requirements have gone away the need for
added space is not as essential.
• Open Streets program is a costly

Proposed Solution:
• Reopen Plaza Street to two-way traffic and work with any
business on Plaza Street that chooses to continue to operate a
parklet on Plaza Street under existing parklet guidelines.
• El Farolito and Idlewild both currently hold Temporary Outdoor
Activities Permits that will expire on December 31, 2021. Both
businesses have expressed interest in keeping their outdoor
parklets under the Temporary Parklet Program, but reopening
Plaza Street would likely lessen their parklet service area
should the roadway reopen.
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Summary
• If City Council desires to move forward with an ongoing

parklet program, staff would incorporate the program
considerations (or as modified by City Council) into a
revised set of parklet guidelines.
• The City would continue to accept applications for new
parklets through the Temporary Parklet Permit while a
program to allow ongoing parklet permits is being
finalized.
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Next Steps
• City Council Meeting
• Monday, October 18 @ 6:00 PM
• Watch the Meeting: City website or Facebook Live
• Public Comment: Via Zoom or Phone

23

ADDITIONAL
FEEDBACK

